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Synopsis
For more than forty years Jan Gehl has helped to transform urban environments around the world

AN A ",

based on his research into the ways people actually useéa "or could useé "the spaces where they
live and work. In this revolutionary book, Gehl presents his latest work creating (or recreating)
cityscapes on a human scale. He clearly explains the methods and tools he uses to reconfigure
unworkable cityscapes into the landscapes he believes they should be: cities for people. Taking into
account changing demographics and changing lifestyles, Gehl emphasizes four human issues that
he sees as essential to successful city planning. He explains how to develop cities that are Lively,
Safe, Sustainable, and Healthy. Focusing on these issues leads Gehl to think of even the largest
city on a very small scale. For Gehl, the urban landscape must be considered through the five
human senses and experienced at the speed of walking rather than at the speed of riding in a car or
bus or train. This small-scale view, he argues, is too frequently neglected in contemporary projects.
In a final chapter, Gehl makes a plea for city planning on a human scale in the fast- growing cities of
developing countries. A & ceToolbox,a « presenting key principles, overviews of methods, and

keyword lists, concludes the book. The book is extensively illustrated with over 700 photos and

drawings of examples from Gehla ™s work around the globe.
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Customer Reviews

| received the book fresh off the press, and the book was filled with fresh ideas about how we

design our cities.Gehl has been in the field of architecture and urban design for a long time now.



Through "Cities for People" Gehl shares his knowledge and wisdom that he has acquired through
out the years. As a student intending to be an architecture, reading this book completely changed
what | thought being an architecture was about.Who should read this book?City Politicians - Read
this book and better understand your citizens.Architectures and Urban Planners - Obviously people
in the design field should read it. | believe every student would greatly benefit, | know | did.Citizens!
- Yes, | believe citizens should read this book. For those that live in cities improve your voice in city
policy by having an understand of how cities work at the human level, your level. For those that
don't live in the city, it will make a well design city a place you desire to live.Key Concepts-The most
prominent concept in the book is viewing the city through the human perspective. In the past several
decades, since the automobile has dominated city life, architecture and urban spaces have been
created for the fast pace of the automobile. Buildings are bigger, with less details. Urban spaces are
far too large to be enjoyable. Gehl argues that urban planners and architects must begin to view
design from a bottom up perspective, from instead of a top down perspective.-Pictures-- Reading
Gehl’'s book was an experience. | did not read the book from front to back. | continually flipped
ahead to look at the wonderful pictures, to return back and re read a paragraph | just read.
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